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for the children. Before 1861 each State had de-
veloped at least the outlines of a school system.
Though hindered in development by the sparseness
of the population and by the prevalence in some
districts of the Virginia doctrine that free schools
were only for the poor, public schools were never-
theless in existence in 1861. Academies and col-
leges, however, were thronged with students. When
the war ended, the public schools were disorgan-
ized, and the private academies and the colleger
were closed. Teachers and students had been dis-
persed; buildings had been burned or used for hos-
pitals and laboratories; and public libraries had
virtually disappeared.

The colleges made efforts to open in the fall of
1865. Only one student presented himself at the
University of Alabama for matriculation; but before
June, 1866, the stronger colleges were again in op-
eration. The public or semi-public schools for the
whites also opened in the fall. In the cities where
Federal military authorities had brought about the
employment of Northern teachers, there was some
friction. In New Orleans, for example, the teach-
ers required the children to sing Northern songs
and patriotic airs. When the Confederates were
restored to power these teachers were dismissed.